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Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

                           GTC Services 
                   01278 751 220 
                 07766 913 510  
                 Pest Control   
           
           www.gtcservices.co.uk 
Pest & Vermin Control in Brent Knoll,  
Burnham, Berrow & Brean since 2003 
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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Tel: 01278 760225          Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat & Sun 8am-12.30pm 
 

 
 

 

Brent Knoll Village Shop 

 
 

 
 

The shop is in peril of closure 
 
Over the past 18 months Brent Knoll Village shop has 
experienced a massive fall in footfall leading to an unsustainable 
decline in takings. If this trend is not reversed in the coming six 
months, I will have no alternative but to close. 

By my calculations less than 15% of the village residents use the 
shop with average spend also decreasing. To help reverse these 
trends and ensure a sustainable business and local service I 
would value the local communities’ views. 

Please take a moment to complete the enclosed leaflet and 
return it to the shop. 
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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

Contacts Baptisms  
 
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.   
 

Weddings 
 
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates. 
 

Funerals 
 
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest-in-
Charge or Church Administrator to arrange your 
requirements.          . 
                                    ******************* 
Visit our website – 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Priest-in-Charge 
Reverend Kevin Wright 

The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ 
Tel 01278 760844   or Mobile 07764 170463   

e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com 
Friday is the Vicar's day off 

Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter 
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ 

Tel 01278 769082 
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com 

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00  
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Churchwardens 
Details can be found in Church porch or on our website. 

 

Services for May 2019 
. Service Time Church 
  5th May 
Easter 3 

Holy Communion - BCP 
Parish Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

12th May 
Easter 4 

Holy Communion – BCP 
Parish Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

19th May 
Easter 5 

Holy Communion – BCP 
Parish Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

26th May 
Easter 6 

Holy Communion – BCP 
Parish Eucharist 
Evening Prayer 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

30th May 
Ascension Day 

 
Top of Brent Knoll 

 
  6.30am 

 

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota 
  5th May   8.00am Kathy Quinnell 
 10.00am David & Kate Wilford 
12th May   8.00am Sally Wingate 
19th May 10.00am John Harper & Margaret Smith 
26th May   6.30pm Gerard Keele    

Chest Tomb Restoration 
Update on restoration of Chest Tomb, the burial place of Edward Symes, Surgeon.  By 
the time you read this I hope that we will be in a position to decide the way forward for 
this project. 
Finance:  Our request for the outstanding finance was due to be discussed on April 
10th, and we will be notified of the result in May. 
Faculty:  Permission to undertake this work is being sought by the Friends of St 
Michael’s Church to whom I am very thankful. 
Conservation Officer:  A new Conservation officer is now in post at Sedgemoor District 
Council, and I look forward to working closely with him. George Brown 
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com) 
Minister Revd. Steve Bennett 

During Lent, Rev Margaret Trapp held sessions on Ignatian prayer, which were greatly 
appreciated by all who attended.  So much so that Margaret kindly agreed to our request 
to continue to hold these each month.  We will be meeting to discuss which pieces of 
scripture we’ll be looking at on Monday 29th May at 2.30pm in the church.  All are 
welcome to come along to learn about this form of prayer and meditation and enjoy this 
unique time of fellowship and reflection. 
May is going to be a very busy month for us here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church and 
one which we are all looking forward to. 
Our Spring coffee morning will be held on 4th May at 10.30am in aid of church funds.  As 
well as homemade produce, there will be several stalls to browse over. 
On 18th May at 10.30am, we will be holding our Praise for Pets service.  This has proved 
popular over the years and is one of our favourite services in our church calendar.  Every 
type of pet is welcome and we will do our best to cater for every taste after this service.  
Homemade cakes and coffee for our human worshippers and various goodies for all non-
human ones.  This is also a time of remembrance for our furry, finned and feathered 
friends who are no longer with us and you are invited to bring a photograph of your best 
loved animal or animals to hang on our prayer tree, which will be blessed, together with 
those pets present, during the service. 
This service will form part of our Church Anniversary celebrations, which will culminate on 
Sunday 19th May when our own Superintendent Minister, Rev Steve Bennett will preside 
over our time of worship.  Our fellowship will continue over lunch, held in our schoolroom, 
after the service.  All are welcome to come and celebrate with us! 
All that remains to say, is that from all of us here at Brent Knoll Methodist Church, we wish 
you all every blessing during this beautiful month of May. 
God bless. Rosemary Krull 
Preachers for May at 10.30am 
  5th May : Rev Steve Marr (Holy Communion) 
12th May : Mr Chris Luker 
19th May : Rev Steve Bennett (Church Anniversary) 
26th May : Mrs Joyce Pipet 

Toddlers 
As I write this, it is the Easter holidays so I hope you are having a lot of fun and 
enjoying the Easter books and chocolate eggs handed out by Rev’d Steve Bennett 
at the end of term.  We so enjoyed his visit, especially the ‘action’ Easter Story. 
We wish Jacob well as he starts pre-school.  We will miss his happy, smiling face, 

especially as he has been with us since he was a baby, but it was lovely to be able to 
welcome Dot and her delightful grandson William who are new to the group. 
New term starts - 30th April. 
No Toddlers - 28th May (Half-term week) 
Looking forward to seeing you all again on 30th April. Jane 

Worrying Animals 
It has been reported that children have been seen throwing sticks and stones at livestock 
on the Knoll.  This could obviously cause serious injury to the animals. 
It has been reported to the police and they have asked anyone witnessing such behaviour 
to report it direct to the police. 
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8 Mill Batch Farm, 
East Brent
Near Highbridge,  
TA9 4JN 
Tel 01278 760616

14a Broad Street 
Wells, 

BA5 2DN  
Tel 01749 671431 

hello@thekingfisherfamily.com     www.thekingfisherfamily.com

I chose Kingfisher because it had made 
an excellent job of my daughter’s house 
and I like to support local business when 
possible. The customer service was very 
good and they were extremely helpful, 
efficient and made a first class job with the 
installation. I would definitely recommend 
Kingfisher to my friends.”

- Barbara Biggin, Cheddar
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Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17
th

 Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477

SELF STORAGE 
CONTAINERS 

Only 3 miles from J22 on M5 
40ft  -  £130 + VAT per month 

CCTV 
EAST BRENT  07904 232481 
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477

Kenny Gordon and Son – Plant Hire. 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK AND FIELD FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS, HORSE ARENAS & HEDGE CUTTING. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT OUR WEBSITE:- 

www.Kennygordonplanthire.co.uk 

Tel:  01278 760642 / 07885 251697 / 07591 029484 
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Brent Knoll Parish Council  
Meeting Summary – April 2019 

Meeting Attendance: 10 Councillors; Clerk Owen Cullwick and 4 members of the public. 
Minutes of the March meeting. 
The Minutes of the 6th March meeting were approved as true and accurate reflections of that meeting. 
Declarations of Pecuniary, Prejudicial and Personal interest declared as follows:-  
Cllr Filmer declared a personal interest on matters relating to Sedgemoor and County as the elected 
Councillor for the District and the County.  Cllr Filmer declared an interest to avoid pre-determination 
as a member of the District Planning Authority on planning matters.  Cllr Townsend Pecuniary Interest 
on planning application 07/19/00009 as the applicant on this application. 
Planning Considerations 
Cllr Filmer left the room during these considerations  
07/19/00008: Erection of a two storey and single storey extension to rear (South) Elevation (on 
site of existing single storey extension to be demolished) at Journeys End Station Road Brent Knoll 
TA9 4BH 
Response: Support on the grounds of general improvements to property 
Cllr Townsend left the room during this planning matter  
07/19/00009: Installation of two dormer windows and two Velux windows to front (South West) 
elevation to accommodate conversion of loft to living accommodation at Dolphin Cottage Church 
Lane Brent Knoll TA9 4DG 
Response: Support on the grounds of thermal efficiency to the property. 
Cllr Townsend returned to the room after this planning matter 
07/19/00010: Change of use, conversion and extension of garage, workshop and store into 
dwelling, change of use of part of the paddock to garden and widening of existing vehicular access 
at The Laurels Wick Lane Brent Knoll TA9 4BU 
Response:  No Observations  
07/19/00013: Change of use of land from agriculture to form extension to Caravan Park for the siting 
of static caravans and timber chalets. At Westbrook Farm, Harp Road Brent Knoll Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Response: Objection on the grounds of historical site and the proposal would create a negative 
impact on the character of the landscape.  The current planning narrative suggests a significant 
reduction in the number of units although the Parish Council does not consider the numbers 
quoted to be significant.  There are potential drainage issues associated with this location. 
07/19/00014:  Crown silver Birch Tree by 30% at 30, Brent Street Brent Knoll TA9 4DT 
Response: This proposal is supported on the grounds of good arboreal management 
Cllr Filmer returned to the room after planning considerations. 
Key Matters agreed, and resolutions approved:- 

1. Junction of Brent Street and Station Road: inspection cover reported as loose. 
2. Recurring Pot Hole in Hill Lane to be further reported. 
3. Village Green now in need of post winter tidying. 
4. Concerns raised by resident on the removal of a Rubbish bin opposite School; review to be 

considered on the locations of Dog Bins and rubbish bins. 
5. CPR Training will be considered by the next Council. 
6. Chest Tomb Project on going. 
7. Improving Village Surroundings (Cllr Freestone to ask for ideas at Annual Parish Meeting). 
8. Speed watch group needed (thanks to Roger and Fiona for their hard work). 
9. Written support for Church Roof project given (non-financial) 

Continued on Page 8 
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Brent Knoll Parish Council  
Meeting Summary – April 2019 

Finance Matters. 
Statutory Payments agreed for the forthcoming year. 
Contractor’s rates and terms agreed 2019/20. 
Clerk’s employment terms and conditions re affirmed 2019/20. 
Audit Papers signed off for year ending 2018/19. 
Annual Accounts for year ending 2018/19 signed off. 

All Payments as listed on the agenda were approved unanimously. 
Full copy of the minutes is available on the website, and also from the Clerk. 
Forthcoming meetings. 
Next main meeting Wednesday May 8th, 7pm for the public session, followed by the main 
meeting of the Parish Council.  Parish Surgery for anyone to visit the Parish Council with local 
issues.  This will be at 4.30pm-6pm. 
 Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Tel 07917 445 215 

Finding the best in the world 
It’s Somerset day on Saturday, 11th May.  It is an opportunity to profile some of the 
delights of our county and develop relationships across our communities.  It is on this 
day that we remember Alfred (a failed ‘Bake Off’ contestant?) taking on the Vikings 
from the Somerset marshes and winning, thus spawning a ‘make Somerset great 
again’ moment. 
Now, don’t get me wrong this isn’t about us in Somerset trying to prove we are better 
than anyone else.  We have seen plenty in recent days which has sought to divide 
rather than unite us as a country.  Rather, this is an opportunity to value the 
uniqueness of some of our wonderful people, places and possibilities here in Somerset 
and across the diocese.  I do hope you will join in!  See www.somersetday.com for 
more details. 
And surely that is what the Church should be about too.  Celebrating all that is good, 
joyful and abundant in us.  It reminds me of those words from Philippians 4:8… 

‘Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and 
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.’ 

It is so easy to get caught up with negatives, with the glass half empty syndrome, with 
stuff that brings us down rather than building us up.  I wonder if we might make this 
month one where we encourage ourselves and others to find the best in the world and 
people around us.  Live life in all its fullness! (John 10:10) 

The Right Revd Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

Parish Hall Committee Annual General Meeting 
13th May 2019 

in the Jubilee Room 
at 7.30pm 

Everyone Welcome 



98 
 

Brent Knoll Parish Council  
Meeting Summary – April 2019 

Finance Matters. 
Statutory Payments agreed for the forthcoming year. 
Contractor’s rates and terms agreed 2019/20. 
Clerk’s employment terms and conditions re affirmed 2019/20. 
Audit Papers signed off for year ending 2018/19. 
Annual Accounts for year ending 2018/19 signed off. 

All Payments as listed on the agenda were approved unanimously. 
Full copy of the minutes is available on the website, and also from the Clerk. 
Forthcoming meetings. 
Next main meeting Wednesday May 8th, 7pm for the public session, followed by the main 
meeting of the Parish Council.  Parish Surgery for anyone to visit the Parish Council with local 
issues.  This will be at 4.30pm-6pm. 
 Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Tel 07917 445 215 

Finding the best in the world 
It’s Somerset day on Saturday, 11th May.  It is an opportunity to profile some of the 
delights of our county and develop relationships across our communities.  It is on this 
day that we remember Alfred (a failed ‘Bake Off’ contestant?) taking on the Vikings 
from the Somerset marshes and winning, thus spawning a ‘make Somerset great 
again’ moment. 
Now, don’t get me wrong this isn’t about us in Somerset trying to prove we are better 
than anyone else.  We have seen plenty in recent days which has sought to divide 
rather than unite us as a country.  Rather, this is an opportunity to value the 
uniqueness of some of our wonderful people, places and possibilities here in Somerset 
and across the diocese.  I do hope you will join in!  See www.somersetday.com for 
more details. 
And surely that is what the Church should be about too.  Celebrating all that is good, 
joyful and abundant in us.  It reminds me of those words from Philippians 4:8… 

‘Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and 
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.’ 

It is so easy to get caught up with negatives, with the glass half empty syndrome, with 
stuff that brings us down rather than building us up.  I wonder if we might make this 
month one where we encourage ourselves and others to find the best in the world and 
people around us.  Live life in all its fullness! (John 10:10) 

The Right Revd Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

Parish Hall Committee Annual General Meeting 
13th May 2019 

in the Jubilee Room 
at 7.30pm 

Everyone Welcome 

�

������������������������������������������������������
����

Adam Popham
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
Mark, Somerset,     07738221754
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A professional, caring and friendly 
veterinary service for your pet. 

 
We can offer you and your pet: 

24 hour on-site emergency service  

24 hour on-site nursing care  

Modern facilities and equipment  

Large car park with disabled access 

Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm  

Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm 

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794 
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592  

email: admin@blakevets.co.uk 

    Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk 
Consultations by appointment only.
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A professional, caring and friendly 
veterinary service for your pet. 

 
We can offer you and your pet: 

24 hour on-site emergency service  

24 hour on-site nursing care  

Key hole minimally invasive surgery  

Large car park with disabled access 

Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm  

Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm 

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794 
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592  

email: admin@blakevets.co.uk 

     Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk 
 Consultations by appointment only. 
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Did you know… 
 Sedgemoor District Council fund  
a loan scheme for homeowners and 
landlords for essential home repairs  

and improvements?* 
For more information, visit 

www.wrcic.org.uk, call 01823 
461099, or email 

enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 

Your local, community lender working in 
partnership with  

Sedgemoor District Council  
 

Wessex Resolutions CIC 
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, 

Taunton, TA4 1EU 
* Subject to Status 

hello@retreat-rossholme.co.uk
    @retreatatrossholme   .

r e t r e a t- r o s s h o l m e . c o . u k

Hidden in the Clock Tower of the former 
girls school is your own personal haven 

for health, beauty and wellbeing.  
With our exclusive policy we only attend 
to one client at a time, from essential to 

luxurious each treatment tailored for you.

NOW OPEN
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
CALL 01278 557 990
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THE RAILWAY CHILDREN 
BTC Drama Academy Open Air Theatre 

Friday 28 June 2019, 7pm
The Drama Academy return with  
the family classic, The Railway  
Children, an adaptation from the  
beloved E. Nesbit book.

Please feel free to bring a picnic.

01278 655042  
www.canningtonwalledgardens.co.uk    

Nut Tree Farm  
Goat Products 
Come and visit us at  

The Goat Hut 
School Lane, Woolavington. 

Or  
Brent Knoll and Bleadon  

Farmers Markets.  
Goats milk, cheese, fudge, 

homemade quiche, cheesecake 
and soap.  All made using milk 

from our own goats.  

Maria 07759 082 623 
FB@NutTreeFarmGoats 
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Parish Council Elections 
2nd May, 2019 

STATEMENT AS TO PERSONS NOMINATED 
The following persons have been nominated 

Borland Malcolm Arthur Flat 3, The Manor House, Manor Ride, TA9 4DY 
Camp Warwick Jonathan David 4, Brent Street, TA9 4DU 
Cullum Melina (address in Sedgemoor) 
Filmer Bob Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street, TA9 4DT 
Freestone Brian David 135, Brent Street, TA9 4BB 
Harper John Shirley Pen Orchard, 60, Brent Street, TA9 4DX 
Hurkett Andrea Jayne 4, Brent Street, TA9 4DU 
Knott David Edward Willow House, Battleborough Lane, TA9 4DS 
Sturgess David Edward The Roserie, 14, Brent Street, TA9 4DU 
Summers Nigel Paul 83, Brent Street, TA9 4DX 
Townsend Colin Stanley Dolphin Cottage, Church Lane, TA9 4DG 
Trivett-Bill Cynthia Jane Old Brent Cottage, 75 Brent Street, TA9 4DX 
White Lucy (address in Sedgemoor) 
 

Somerset Choral Society Concert 
Wedmore Arts Festival – Saturday 11th May 
The Somerset Choral Society is delighted to be part of the 2019 
Wedmore Arts Festival and will present a programme of “Music for 
a Summer Evening” in conjunction with the talented young local 
violinist Poppy McGhee at St Mary’s Church in Wedmore at 
7.30pm.  
The Choir’s Festival programme will feature Vaughan-Williams “Five Mystical Songs” 
plus choral favourites by Brahms and Fauré, all conducted by their Musical Director 
Edward Goater, with Craig Bissex (baritone), Alison Blundell (piano), and the 
Somerset Choral Society Players.  Poppy will play works for violin and piano by 
Prokofiev, Elgar and Brahms accompanied by Matthew Redman (piano).   
Doors will open at 6.45pm and there will be a bar open before the concert and during 
the interval - Tickets priced £12-00 (under 18s £6-00) are available from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/wedmoreartsfestival or Wedmore Village Stores.  Tickets 
priced £12-00 will be available on the door subject to availability. 
Further information may be found at www.somersetsingers.wordpress.com. 
 Paul Ashmore 
Just for fun - Paraprosdokians 
The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good ideas! 
A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. Mary Wridgway 
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477

��

������������������������������������������������������
����



14

 

 

 
 
 

Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MR MIKE PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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KENNY GORDON      
PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD 
FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT 

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel:  01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697 

2Ms Building Solution
• Building & Landscaping
• Property Maintenance
• Refurbishments & Renovations
• Painting & Decorating
• Wood Burner Installer (HETAS Approved)

Call Mike 07578 180 880 / 01278 238962 
Call Matt  07773 606 393
Email: 2msbuildingso1utions@gmail.com 
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The Following IS IMPORTANT 
I feel the time has come when the village has got to decide if it wants to retain our 
shop or let it go. 
The decision is in our hands, we either use it much more, so it can become a viable 
concern, or don’t bother. 
But the decision we make will have far reaching effects. 
I know a lot of families in the village are young and can easily jump into their car and 
speed off to any supermarket.  But everyone isn’t in that fortunate position.  When 
one gets older and many people live on their own.  The local shop is a Godsend, not 
only what is for sale – most everyday provisions, excellent pies, quiches, cakes and 
biscuits are all well worth trying.  Caroline has a beautiful selection of cards.  It is a 
much loved meeting place to chat (you always meet someone you know) and hear 
local news. 
The papers and of course the Post Office.  Do you really want to go at least two miles, 
to do your post office business – think hard? 
So many village shops have gone, do we really want ours to be next? 
I understand only about 10% of villagers regularly use the shop, so what about the 
other 90%. 
If we all try a little harder to save Caroline’s shop, hopefully we can save it. 
Because once the door finally closes, that is THE END S.W. 

Pastoral Care Groups 
Since September 2014, there have been groups running for the villages of Brent 
Knoll, East Brent and Lympsham, supported by The Parish of Three Saints.  

Care Support Groups –  
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Carers Group  
Monday May 20th at 4pm at Brentcombe House, Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ.         
Tel Carla 01278 760 041 for details. 
Comfort Group 
For those living with long term illness 
Thursday May 16th at 2.30pm at Wayfarers, Brent Road, East Brent, TA9 4DB.                  
Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details. 
Bereaved Friends Group  
Thursday May 23rd at 2.30pm at Southcot, 87 Brent Street, Brent Knoll TA9 4EQ.              
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416. 
For further information, please contact me or any of the others noted above. 
These groups are open to all. Margaret Smith 

FRONT COVER Photos 
Thanks to David Filmer, Rosemary Keele, Margaret Smith and Liz Bream for photos 
of Elsie Reynish’s 100th Birthday celebrations. Bob 
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At our March meeting, we were treated to songs sung by the Brent Knoll School Choir.  
They arrived en-mass (outnumbering us by almost two to one), entertained us (with sing-
along songs) and departed almost as quickly as they arrived.  On the way out they 
paused (one can only say that they stopped in the same sense as a formula one pit-stop) 
for drinks and nibbles.  It is heart-warming to see children taking part in village events. 
As usual we had a raffle and enjoyed the refreshments produced by our band of in-
house caterers and what splendid work they perform.  It goes without saying that we took 
far longer over our “pit-stop” than the children took over theirs. 
Following our previous appeal for cake stands we now have one on which to serve our 
cakes. 
Dates for forthcoming meetings:- 
2019 May 15th - AGM & Film “The Branch Line” - Steve Russell 
 June 19th - Glastonbury Festival - Mrs Jean Tincknell 
 July 17th - Garden Party 
We are a friendly group and welcome visitors and new members, preferably over the age 
of 18.  We meet at 2.30pm in the Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every month.  
For further information contact Karen Russell on 769 382 or Ann Robson on 760 981. AR 

WI Craft Group 
We will meet at 2.30pm on Monday May 20th in the Methodist Church school room. 
We are a small friendly group which likes to knit or craft, chatter and have a cuppa. 
We are continuing to knit hats and scarves for Mission to Seafarers, as well as blankets 
for premature babies. 
You don’t have to be a WI member to join us.  We would love anyone who does craft of 
any kind to join us: we love seeing what others are doing. 
For further details please contact me on 01278 760691. Margaret Smith 

LEBE’s Community Café 
We would like to Welcome You to LEBE’s Community café.  
Open every Tuesday 11am-3pm at the Pavilion, Lympsham. 
Come for good company, great coffee/tea and excellent homemade 
cakes. 
Make new friends, meet old ones and help to make this the place you 
want to come!  All people, ideas and well behaved dogs welcome. 
Tel: Ros Dark 01934 750602 or 07976 485010 for more information. 
 Lympsham, Eastertown, BrentKnoll and EastBrent Community Café 

Brent Knoll Table Tennis Club 
You would be more than welcome to come along; new 
members, old and young are always welcome!!! 
We meet every Wednesday evening at the Parish Hall – 
sometimes 8pm, sometimes 9pm - 10pm for games of doubles and singles 
- even if you can only play occasionally, please drop in or call :-          
07414 868333.                                                                   John Mathews 
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PETER EVERETT 
Registered Osteopath

Highbridge  
Medical Centre 
Pepperall Road 
Highbridge 

Somerset
TA9 3YA 

01278 793223

Practice premises: - 

12 Woodborough Road,  
Winscombe BS25 1AA 

01934 844764

Burnham 
Medical Centre 

Love Lane 
Burnham-on-Sea 

Somerset
TA8 1EU 

01278 793223 

Can now be seen at the addresses below: -
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Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 
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Ivor Steer’s new Corrugated iron garage on the A38 

Brent Knoll House Histories 
European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 31 
Last month we left Edward Stiling as mine host at the Red Cow, but also with his interests as 
a garage proprietor and motor repairer.  Unfortunately, he does not seem to have been very 
successful with any of his projects.  By April 1927 his creditors had been pursuing him for the 
last year and things now came to a head.  At a creditors’ meeting in Bristol it was stated that 
his liabilities were £403..10s..9d., whilst his assets were only £135..4s..0d. (i.e. there was a 
deficiency of £268..6s…9d.) Edward claimed that the Red Cow business was insufficient to 
make a living, which is why he tried a hire car business and a garage and motor repair 
business.  However, “bad trade, want of capital and the cost of creditors suing him” were 
cited as being the reason for his failure.  Bad trade may have had something to do with the 
fact that he was a long way from the A38, where passing traffic would be reasonably 
plentiful.  By 1927 not too many people in the village actually had cars or even commercial 
vehicles. 

In both the 1923 and the 1927 edition of Kelly’s Directory, George Hayden, of Laurel Farm, 
was the only person mentioned as a motor engineer, so Edward, who was listed solely as a 
beer retailer, could not have been in business in the motor trade for any amount of time or 
he would also have been mentioned in the 1927 edition.  George Hayden had started his 
business when he was demobbed from the Mechanical Transport Corps after the First World 
War.  He had been a motor engineer in the army prior to the war and built a garage, 
originally for £250, but also borrowed another £100 in 1924 as the business was fairly 
successful.  Interestingly, George Hayden’s business had also collapsed shortly before the 
1927 Directory was published.  He had £810..11s..2d. liabilities, but only £515..7s..9d. assets. 
He, like Edward, cited bad trade, particularly during the winter months, and the cost of 
creditor’s suing as being major reasons for his failure, but added to this, the cost of illness 
and of his children.  Mind you he had been known to have a small flutter on the horses, 
though he claimed that he had 
not lost more than £8 per 
annum, which did not quite 
tally with the fact that he 
owed one bookmaker 
£16..3s..0d., though he 
claimed that part of this was 
for other bets (so it was not 
only the horses he bet on!). 

It was also about this time, 
when both of them had 
business problems, that Ivor 
Steer was taking a more positive view and building his new garage on the A38, though 
whether his enterprise was the reason behind the “bad trade” both quoted as a major cause 
of their problems is uncertain. Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
I am not certain of the exact date when the building of Steer’s garage was started, but it must 
have been sometime in 1927 or earlier, as it was in April 1928 that he is reported as being the 
proprietor of a Brent Knoll garage, when he had a rather nasty accident.  It was reported in 
the Western Daily Press, on Thursday April the 12th, that “An accident involving serious 
injuries to two men, occurred near the Fox and Goose Hotel, Highbridge (!) last evening.  It 
appears that Mr. Ivor Steer…had taken out a motor-bicycle for a test after repairs, but had to 
stop on the side of the road owing to gear trouble.  In turning the front wheel to return to the 
garage, an oncoming motor trade van, driven by Mt Hatcher, butcher, of Uphill, crashed into 
the machine, and carried both it and Mr. Steer a distance of 20 or 30 feet, throwing the 
vehicle and the man into the hedge.  The driver of the van and Mr. Steer were injured and the 
vehicles sustained considerable damage.  Medical assistance was quickly obtained and P. C. 
Tucker, of Highbridge, rendered invaluable help.”  

Although no progress report on Ivor Steer’s condition was given, I assume he must have 
recovered reasonably well as it is only a few years later that his business is thriving well 
enough for him to build a new garage alongside the former corrugated iron shed.  This 

picture shows 
the old property 
to the right and 
the new building 
on the left.  
Someone has 
entered the year 
in ink above. 

Below is a slightly 
later picture 
clearly showing 
the road around 
the new build 
shortly after.  It 
may seem a little 
familiar!  

 John Page 
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Women’s Society 
We had a really splendid time at our Hot Pot Supper held at Julie’s on April 4th.  We 
were able to sample many, many different main courses and then delicious sweets.  
Well done everyone and special thanks to Julie for hosting the evening.  We were 
sorry that Janice was unable to be with us and hope that she will soon feel better. 
On Thursday April 29th, we are meeting at Ann’s house, 4, The Willows.  Margaret 
Smith has kindly offered to show us how she makes jewellery.  We will be able to 
‘have a go’ and may be able to purchase our efforts!  Margaret will also show us and 
help us to make beautiful, greeting cards. 
Please make a note in your diaries that on May 30th we meet at Brenda’s, 154, Brent 
Street, when we are going to be given advice on Fire Safety in the Home by a member of 
Somerset and Devon Fire Service.  It should be a very interesting talk and beneficial too! 
It has been lovely to welcome 3 new members over the last couple of months.  If you 
would like to join us, you would be very welcome.  Ring Julie 01278 751 229 for 
further details - thank you. Ann 

Women’s Institute 
At our April 
meeting, Gina 
Merrett Smith 
told us the story 

of Marianne North, the 
Victorian artist who travelled 
the world recording the 
beautiful flowers and scenery 
in her paintings.  Travelling 
the world in the 1800’s must 
have been an arduous 
undertaking.  Her beautiful 
paintings are on display at 
Kew Gardens. 
We were pleased to celebrate 
the 100th birthday of member 
Elsie Reynish.  Elsie was 
presented with a beautiful 
flower arrangement and we 
shared a birthday cake with 
her. 
Jackie Gilbert won the Flower 
of the Month competition with 
a double daffodil. 
The meeting on 8th May will 
be the AGM and we will also 
discuss and vote on the two 
resolutions, which will go 
forward to the national AGM 
in Bournemouth in June.  JMG 



2424 
 

Brent Knoll Nature diary for May 
The past two diaries have been devoted to birds.  May is a time when flowers are 
beginning to come into their own, and this month I want to concentrate on annual 
plants.  These are plants that grow from seed, flower, set seed and die all within a 
year.  This cycle usually starts in Spring but can start in the Autumn with the young 
plant overwintering before it flowers in Spring. 
Most of you will be familiar with annual weeds in your garden.  One that is a real 
nuisance is cleavers, a plant with minute spines on its stems that climbs all over the 
place and sticks to your clothes when you weed it out.  The white flowers are small 
and insignificant.  It is also known as sticky willy and goose grass, because geese like 
to eat it.  Ivy leaved speedwell is another common weed of the garden with small 
bluish flowers that appear in Spring.  Much more attractive is the common field 
speedwell, which has striking blue and white flowers and is common in bare ground. 
Most people are familiar with perennial garden forget-me-nots, but there are also 
three species of wild annual forget-me-nots.  The flowers of these are all smaller 
than the garden plants but still have the striking blue flowers.  Most of the “dead” 
nettles are also perennials but the small red deadnettle is an annual, and you see it 
most commonly in cracks in pavements by the roadside.  Again, most clovers are 
perennial but one, spotted medick, is an annual.  Its leaves can be seen on bare 
ground throughout St Michael’s churchyard.  It is a Mediterranean plant that may 
have come over with the Romans and is also known as Calvary clover.  The spots on 
the leaves are supposed to represent the blood of the crucified Christ, because it was 
thought it was first found near the site where he was crucified. 
The use of weed killers in cereal crops has made our most common corn field weed 
the poppy much less common.  Nowadays it is most commonly seen in small 
numbers by paths and road verges.  However, its seeds are very long lived and 
ground disturbance can cause long dormant seeds to germinate leading to a sea of 
red flowers.  There is another less conspicuous arable weed, cornsalad, that can still 
be seen locally.  This is often found as a “weed” at the base of walls.  It grows up to 
six inches high and has clusters of small pale mauve flowers.   
Finally, there are two more annuals worth mentioning, scarlet pimpernel and 
common centaury.  The former is a very bright and colourful arable “weed” that is 
common on bare ground, particularly in our local churchyard.  It is also known as poor 
man’s weather glass, from its habit of closing its flowers in dull weather.  The 
common centaury is a delicate shade of pink and can often be seen in large numbers 
in open grassland, particularly by the sea.  It is scarce around Brent Knoll, but I have 
seen it next to a footpath that passes through Ball Copse Hall. Ged Keele 

“Meet & Eat” 
We celebrated Elsie’s 100th birthday with a visit from some children from Brent Knoll 
Primary School who read some poems and sang “Happy Birthday” as Elsie blew out 
her candles.  It was a memorable lunch. 
Our next Meet and Eat will be on Monday May 20th in the Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll 
Parish Hall at 12.30pm.  Please book with Liz on 01278 760 810 by Friday May 17th.  
We always welcome new diners. Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella 
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Tel:  07813 469905  or 01934 261270 
Email: in.cleanz@live.com 
 
IN.CLEANZ Property Care provides a tailored cleaning and maintenance 
service for domestic and commercial clients, from a one-off deep-clean to 
a regular, long-term contract. 
 
 One-off deep-cleans 
 Weekly or monthly cleaning plans for domestic and 

commercial premises 
 End of tenancy and end of build cleans 
 Window and conservatory cleaning 
 Oven cleaning  

 
If you would like a free no-obligation quote or just want some advice, 
please call Darrell or Jayne on the numbers above. 
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‘Keep the Show on the Road’ 
By Brian D. Freestone 
A book launch of the above will take place at 135, Brent Street on Saturday 1st June 
from 11am until 1pm.  Coffee, tea and biscuits will be available free of charge.  Please 
let us know if you are interested in attending. 
e-mail: BrianFrstn@aol.com 
This book of short stories covers a whole range of emotions – humour, sadness, love, 
revenge, mystery, loneliness and guilt.  There are stories of travel, religious bigotry, 
music, computers, Brent Knoll and Asperger’s Syndrome.  They are warm, moving 
stories in which there is something for everyone. 
The title of this book takes it’s name from the first story ‘Keep the Show on the Road’, 
which was the motto on the memorial of 384 Bomber Group of the US 8th Air Force, 
which flew from the airfield at Grafton Underwood, Northants, to drop bombs over 
Germany from 1943-45.  During his childhood, Brian saw many badly damaged B17 
(Flying Fortresses) limping over the tree tops near his home as they returned from 
bombing raids over Germany. 
Brian’s first book, ‘Cricket in the Shadows’ (1999), is an entertaining and humorous 
account of fifty years of playing and enjoying local cricket.  It was chosen as one of 
the Times Newspaper’s Twenty Cricket Books of 1999.  His second book, ‘A Mozart 
Jigsaw’ (2013) is a collection of essays and imaginative short stories based on the life 
of that Austrian musical genius.  This was followed up by illustrated musical talks in 
the neighbourhood. 
The book (£7) will also be on sale at the Village Fête on Saturday 8th June BDF 

Just for fun -  
Moses and the Red Sea 
Nine year old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday 
school.  “Well, Mum, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on 
a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt” 
“When he got to the Red Sea, Moses had his army build a pontoon bridge and all the 
people walked across safely.  Then, he radioed HQ for reinforcements.  They sent 
bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved.” 
“Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his mother asked, 
startled. 
“Well, no,” her son admitted.  “But if I told it the way the teacher did, you’d never 
believe it!” Sonja Moore 
Sure prognosis 
‘Doctor’, said the worried woman, I’d like you to evaluate my 13 year old son.’ 
‘OK.  He’s suffering from a transient psychosis with intermittent rage disorder, 
punctuated by episodic radical mood swings, but his prognosis is excellent for a full 
recovery.’ 
‘How can you say all that without even meeting him?’ 
‘I thought you said he’s 13?!’ Sonja Moore 
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RNLI Winscombe & District Branch Annual Plant & 
Garden Jumble Sale  
RNLI Winscombe & District Branch will be holding their Annual 
Plant & Garden Jumble Sale on Saturday 4th May at 10am at 
the Community Centre, Winscombe.  There will be a vast 
selection of greenhouse, vegetable, herbaceous, bedding, 
geranium and larger plants for sale suitable for anyone that 
wants to stock their greenhouse or garden without spending a 
fortune, plus a selection of gardening books, tools (garden and 
workshop), garden furniture, tubs and pots and assorted general outdoor items.  Real 
sausage hot dogs, tea, coffee and cool drinks will be available.  We will collect your 
spare tools, garden furniture and garden jumble so tel: 01934 842 304 or e-mail: 
meejlfh@gmail.com.  
  Paul Ashmore 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

SATURDAY 11th May 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10am to 12 noon 
Locally produced fresh Pork, Goat’s milk, cheese and meat, Eggs, 
Pickles and Preserves.  Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, Westcroft 

Cider, Cakes and Savouries, Handmade Cards, Silver & Beaded 
Jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts,  Dog Treats, 

Textiles, etc., CDs, DVDs, Books and Bric-a-Brac. 
Plus Raffle 

The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks 
Entrance FREE 

Good Quality, Clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall (No Electrical Goods, please) 
will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or to Book a Table (£7 per table)  

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)                                  Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Just for fun - Paraprosdokians 
Behind every successful man is his woman.  Behind the fall of a successful man is 
usually another woman. 
A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you will look 
forward to the trip. Mary Wridgway 
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WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll available
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught.

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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Up and over doors
Roller doors

Commercial shutters
Sectional doors
Side hung doors

Automation
Security Shutters

Repairs

01278 459 452
www.npgaragedoors.co.uk
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WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll available
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught.

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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osteopaths@manorlodgepractice.co.uk 
West Road, Lympsham, Nr Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS24 0EG

www.manorlodgepractice.co.uk

Manor Lodge
Practice

LISA COUNSELL D. O. Pg Dip (COCrF)

ZAC BEARD B.Ost

Tel: 01934 750419

Registered Osteopaths

MusculoSkeletal Treatment for back ache and joint problems.
Specialising in the cranial approach to children’s ailments.

Manor Lodge Practice_A6 Advert.indd   1 18/11/2015   14:17

LISA COUNSELL D.O. PG DIP (COCRF) 

ZAC BEARD B.OST 

GABRIELLA PARTONO B.OST
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
  8th June Village Fête 19th October Harvest Supper 
20th July Music on the Green with 30th November Craft Fair 
           “The Lipinski Band” 
Next meeting – Monday, 13th May AGM at 7.30pm followed by committee meeting at 
8pm in the “Jubilee Room” S Few 

Hot off the Press!!  
Secret World Wildlife Rescue has won 
Charity of the Year 2019 in Sedgemoor and 
was presented with a trophy and a cheque for 
£1000.  The awards were to recognise the 
success and achievements of organisations 
in the Sedgemoor Area.  We were so pleased 
to be acknowledged for the work that we do.  
It was lovely to accept the award on behalf of the many staff and volunteers that make 
our work possible and of course, you, our supporters too. 

The orphan season is really underway with both fox cubs, 
badger cubs, baby squirrels and rabbits, all needing round the 
clock feed.  The baby birds have started to come in too so it will 
not be long before the hospital room will be full of the calls for 
feeds all through the day.  

Our Charity shop in Burnham on Sea, is now under new 
management and it has recently been re-furbished.  There will 
now be information at the shop about the animals we are caring 
for at Secret World and details of events taking place.  Do pop in 
for a chat and maybe you will see something you would like to 
buy! 
We just wouldn’t be able to care for so many animals if it wasn’t 
for our incredible and dedicated volunteers.  There are so many 
ways that volunteers can help us – caring for the animals, taking 
the calls in reception, maintenance, our charity shop, gardening, response drivers 
who bring animals in to us, bird handlers, helping with our courses, for both adults 
and children.  Even the more occasional help when we have events and need to man 
stalls, sort car parking and the initial ‘getting ready’ and ‘putting away’.  If you would 
like to help in any way, we would love to hear from you.  Remember, just by donating 
to our charity shop, attending our events or becoming a ‘Friend of Secret World’, you 
will help so many wildlife casualties needing our care. 
We hope you will be coming along to our May open days, 25th, 26th and 27th. 10am-
4pm.  Dog show on Saturday 25th, Vintage Car Show on 27th.  Fun for all ages.  For 
more details visit our web site www.secretworld.org or telephone 01278 783250 for 
more information.  There is an admission charge of £2 for adults and £1 for children.  
Maybe you could help volunteer over this open weekend – we’d love you hear from 
you!  Pauline Kidner 
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Crossword Solutions 
Across 
1) Circumspect 
9) Pique  
10) Aridity 
11) Cheater 
12) Tulip 
13) Latter 
 

 
15) Advent 
18) Tonic 
20) Affable 
22) Obvious 
23) Corgi 
24) Orientation 
 

Down 
2) Inquest 
3) Cleft 
4) Meagre 
5) Pointed 
6) Chill 
7) Speculation 
 

8) Sympathetic 
14) Enclose 
16) Embargo 
17) Basset 
19) Never 
21) Facet   

Roy Ainsworth

 
Moving away from landfill 
Building work continues apace at the 
Avonmouth Resource Recovery Centre, where nearly all of 
Somerset’s non-recyclable rubbish will be sent from next 
year to generate electricity instead of being buried in landfill. 
Whilst at the kerbside, everything that cannot be recycled will 
go to generate electricity: the range of unrecyclable materials 
taken to recycling sites mean that we have to separate out 
what cannot be used to generate electricity.  This includes 
things like PVC window frames (because of the chemicals 
they contain) and some bulky items like mattresses. 
Having started with Highbridge and Yeovil recycling sites, our “diversion trial” has 
recently been extended to Cheddar, Bridgwater, Street and Taunton and will 
eventually reach all 16 sites.  This enables us to learn how to maximise the amount 
that is sent to produce electricity, and to minimise the amount sent to landfill.  In each 
case, suitable and unsuitable materials are split between two skips and we continue 
to work with the recycling site staff to divert as much as possible from landfill. 
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KENNY GORDON      
PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD 
FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT 

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel:  01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697 
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KENNY GORDON      
PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD 
FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT 

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel:  01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697 

 

 

 

 

 General Building 
 Groundworks 

 Mini Digger Hire  
Man and machine or machine 
only. Various sizes available –
please contact for more details. 

 No job too big or small 
 Fully insured 

 Free Quotations 
 

Please call Sam Vigar on: 
07762969707 
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MARTYN BOLEY
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Interior and Exterior
11 Years Experience

Recommendations on Request
Free Quotation
07786 912191
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Your May Sudokus 
 Easy Sudoku 17 Clue Sudoku 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A    9    7   
 

B    8 5  2      
C  6   1  3  8  
 

D  2        
 

E 1  7   8 2    
 

F     4     
 

G 3 4   2   9 1 
 

H  9 5      4 
 
J    4   8  2 

 

The first Sudoku is easy.  The 17 clue Sudoku is easy to start with until the last 13 empty 
cells which has a BUG! (D3).  It has 3 candidates (the others have 2) and must be 6.  (See 
http://www.sudokuwiki.org/BUG). 
11 persons sent answers in last month.  Comments from solvers were: - “Enjoyed this 
month’s Sudoku.” “Thanks David- most enjoyable”.  Solutions came from, Klaus Brenner, 
Pauline Chadwick (welcome back!), Christine Hall, Mac Hares, Liz Ibrahim, Vicky Jones, 
Chris Marsh, Frankie and Geoff New, John Spiers and Ted Toon.  Send entries to me 
please at david@flockman.com or 48, Brent Street. David Filmer 
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request) are below:- 
 Easy Sudoku 17 Clue Sudoku 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Just for fun – “The things they say” 
“”Experience is simply the name we give our mistakes”.  Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)  

The Friendly Pharmacist 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A          
 

B   8   9        
C 1   7    5  
 

D         4 
 

E    5  1   . 
 

F  4     7 3 6 
 

G    3      
 

H  9     8  2 
 
J         9 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 9 2  1  6 8 7 5  3 4 
 

B 3 7 8 5 2  4 6 1 9    
C 4 5 6 9 1 3 7  8 2 
 

D 6 3 7 1 5 9 2 4 8 
 

E 1  4 2  8 3 6 9 7 5 
 

F 5 8 9 7 4 2 1 6 3 
 

G 7 9 5 4 6 8 3 2 1 
 

H 8 6 3 2 9 1 4  5 7 
 
J 2 1 4 3 7 5 8 9 6 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 2 6  8 5 4 7 1 9 3 
 

B 7  1 3 6 2 9 8 4 5 
 

C 4 5 9 3 8 1 2 6 7 
 

D 3 7 1 9  6 8 4 5 2 
 

E 5 4  2 7 1 3 6 8 9 
 

F 9 8 6 2 5 4 3 7 1 
 

G 8 9 4 1 7 2 5 3 6 
 

H 1 3 5 4 9 6 7 2 8 
 
J 6 2 7 8 3 5 9 1 4 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
Our Next Meetings will be on: 
Tuesday 14th May  - Victoria and Robin will open their garden at Hawthorns, 

Eastertown from 4.00pm. 
Tuesday 21st May – Spring Coffee Morning.  11.00am at The Pavilion, Lympsham 
Future Meetings 
Tuesday 11th June – Geraldine and Jim will be opening their gardens at numbers 8 

and 9, The Worthings, Lympsham starting at 4pm. 
After the Summer Break:- 
Tuesday 10th Sept – Paul Cumbleton will talk about Compost and other 

Conundrums. 7.45pm at the Manor Hall, Lympsham. 
Tuesday 17th Sept - Autumn Coffee Morning. 11.00am at The Pavilion, Lympsham. 
Visitors and New Members are welcome at all our meetings. Mariette Denison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Did you see a TV programme about taste of food?” 
“No, what about it?” 

“Well this chap on a factory in Germany can change the flavour of 
nearly anything, so he demonstrated how he cooked mushrooms and 

when you eat them they tasted like beef!” 
“That’s a bit odd, ones veg and the other meat?” 

“It just goes to show you can’t tell what you are eating, but what about 
these new trends in eating, I read, they want to reverse the way we 

eat, starting with a dessert and finishing with a main course!” 
“Like what?” 

“start with say Ice Cream onions and then have something like Rhubarb 
flavoured chicken, how’s that seem?” 
“You don’t have to have the custard!” 
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BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST www.btc.ac.uk

With so many opportunities 
offered at our campuses, online 
and in the workplace, now’s a 
great time to embrace lifelong 
learning and professional and 
personal growth!

LEARN WITH A LOAN

FREE DISTANCE LEARNING  
COURSES AVAILABLE!

ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR ADULTS
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Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates
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Good Neighbour scheme 
Community Council for Somerset (CCS) has won funding from The National Lottery 
Community Fund to facilitate the first village/parish-based Good Neighbour (GN) 
scheme in Somerset.  The scheme is intended to partner willing volunteers and 
helpers with anyone needing help with small one-off tasks, such as lifts to medical 
appointments, dog walks, or even simply sharing a cup of tea and a friendly chat.  
The aim is to bring people together and help build strong relationships and 
connections within local communities so that they can support each other in a 
neighbourly way.  This is currently being piloted in 10 communities across Somerset 
and is proving to be very successful.  
CCS has developed a toolkit with helpful advice and hints and tips on how to hold 
public meetings to recruit Good Neighbours, how the group is structured with simple 
set of policies and procedures and training etc.  The toolkit is a great starting point 
and will help local communities to establish a scheme to suit their own community 
needs.  Good Neighbours schemes improve neighbourly spirit and help reduce 
loneliness and isolation by building strong social networks, improving confidence and 
self-esteem and promoting a sense of belonging.  
I was able to promote this at the Annual Parish Meeting on 17th April and was 
delighted with such good response from the villagers who were interested in being 
part of the scheme.  I am in the process of liaising with my colleague to discuss the 
next steps for holding a public meeting and I will let the villages know when a date 
can be arranged for this to be held.  In the meantime, if you would like any further 
information then please do not hesitate to contact me. Kim Wilcox Village Agent 
Phone: 07943 555 519 email: kim@somersetrcc.org.uk. Kim Wilcox ,Village Agent  

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
The whist drives at Ivy Hall are taking a break during the Summer months 
and will start again in October.  Proceeds of £60 from this Winter’s whist 
drives have been donated to the RNLI. 
The tennis season kicks off with North Somerset Tennis League matches starting at 
the end of April.  Both ladies and men’s team are in Division V and will play their 
matches on Monday and Tuesday evenings.  We wish them every success! 
Club members have been enjoying playing under the new modern floodlights.  The 
floodlights give good illumination to the courts without encroaching too much on 
surrounding areas. 
The club is now planning to improve the playing surface of the courts and have been 
looking at a synthetic outdoor carpet covering recently installed at Lympsham and 
Cheddar Tennis Clubs. 
Our club coach, Dean, will continue to run coaching sessions during the Summer and 
the club welcomes new members.  Details from alhillyer@aol.co.uk. Alison 

Just for fun - Rice 
A man who had been dating a girl for a number of years took her out to a Chinese 
restaurant.  As they studied the menu he asked her: 
‘How would you like your rice, fried or boiled?’ 
She looked at him sadly. ‘Thrown’. Sonja Moore 
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Bespoke 
Stairs & 
Storage 
Solutions 
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750298 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved – CaSSOA (Gold) 

CCTV  
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Storage containers to rent 

OPEN ALL YEAR
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The Parish of Three Saints 
May Fayre 
Saturday 18th May 

11-4pm 
*Festival of Flowers competition 

Fresh, sugar, paper, textile, clay flowers etc. 
*Vegetable Racing competition 

Make your own racing vegetable and race it at 
the Fayre 

*Local artisan crafts 
*Cake and food stalls 

*Cream Teas 
*BBQ 
*Cider 

*Maypole dancing, fun games and activities for 
the whole family 

Competition entry form available from 1st 
March at Brent Knoll Village Shop 

Free entrance and friendly dogs welcome 
Venue: Woodlands House, Hill Lane,            

Brent Knoll TA9 4DF 
Proceeds: The Parish of Three Saints 
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – March 2019 
March’s weather fell into two parts, with low pressure in charge until the 17th 
and high pressure taking over for the rest of the month.  As a result, for once 
March lived up to the old proverb “In like a lion, out like a lamb” – those lows 
brought us gales, but late March was very quiet. 
First up for the new month was a deep area of low pressure, which passed 
north of Scotland on the 3rd, but more significant for us was Storm Freya, a low 
pressure system, which popped up south west of Ireland early on the 3rd and 
moved quickly across central England that afternoon.  This system brought us 
gusts of 38kts (44mph) around teatime, but by the following morning it was well 
out into the North Sea.  The lion’s first roar was brief, but it also signalled a change from 
a mild mid-Atlantic breeze to colder air from the polar regions.  As this air crossed the 
relatively warm North Atlantic, it became unstable, and so the 4th saw some heavy 
convective showers. 
The procession of Atlantic lows continued over the following days with breezy and 
showery weather continuing, with one low passing up the Bristol Channel early on the 
10th.  This system wasn’t deep enough to qualify for a name, but because it passed just 
to our north, we felt its full force with gusts of 43kts (49mph) around 6am.  This was 
followed a couple of days later by Gareth, a deep low which passed north of Scotland 
and produced gales there, but only a modest breeze here.  The cold front from this 
system was marked by heavy rain as it passed at about 9am, and this turned out to be 
the wettest day of the month with 10mm. 
As Gareth moved off east, it drew more cold polar air down over the UK, but to our south 
things were changing - high pressure began to build from the mid-Atlantic into Spain and 
onwards across Europe, and on the 19th, this high pressure began to extend north over 
the UK.  The wind fell light and variable, a marked contrast to the first half of the month, 
and the skies began to clear.  The 24th saw the first of several days of unbroken 
sunshine, although we sometimes had to wait for early morning fog to clear first. 
Clear skies mean chilly nights as well as warm sunny days, and we saw our only air frost 
of the month early on the 26th, when we recorded -0.3C.  Although most of the UK 
enjoyed the sunshine almost to the end of the month, it came to a premature end here 
thanks to a sea mist which rolled in during the afternoon of the 29th and stayed with us 
until the following morning. 
On the 31st, the high pressure moved off east and March ended under a blanket of cloud, 
but the weather remained quiet and lamb-like to the end of the month. 
Rainfall for March came to 49.8mm (2.0in), which is in the normal range, and the average 
temperature was a mild 8.6°C (47°F), thanks to all that sunshine.  The highest 
temperature of the month was 15.8C (60°F) on the 29th, recorded about an hour before 
that sea mist rolled in. Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY 
our Parish Clerk, Owen Cullwick 

will be holding a Parish Surgery on 
Wednesday, May 8th 

4.30pm to 6pm 
Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk to discuss any issues 
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Post Office Counter Opening Times 
During May the Post Office Counter will close early on certain days.  Details are as 
follows: 
Wednesday 15th Counter will close at 12.30pm 
Thursday 16th through to Wednesday 22nd Counter will close at 1.00pm Manshu 
Somerset Limericks 
By popular request here are some more limericks from the 1870s. 
 
There was a young man from Bridgwater, 
Who courted a chimney-sweeps daughter, 
But so long he tarried, 
That the young lady married, 
A more soot-able soot-er who sought her. 
 
There was a young woman of Durston, 
Who thought her third husband the 
worst’un, 
For he justly was reckoned far worse than 
the second, 
And the second was worse than the first-
un. 

 
There was an old farmer of Street 
Who prided himself on his wheat, 
His barley was fine 
His oats quite divine, 
And his corn even covered his feet. 
 
There was a young lady of Cary, 
At a fancy ball posed as a fairy, 
But of huge build and bone 
She weighed many a stone, 
And found dancing partners rather chary. 

Roger Ward 
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Useful Village Contacts: Contact e-mail Telephone 
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll Revd. Kevin Wright priest.tpots@gmail.com 760844 
Parochial Church Council, Secretary, Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Administrator Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Warden Miss Frances James  760287 
 Mike Smith   760691 
Church Cleaners Weit Harper  760803 
Church Flowers Mrs Marion Vining  760612 
Poppy Organiser Mrs Sally Wingate  760610 
Brass Cleaners Miss Frances James  760287 
Methodist Church,  Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk 784808 
 Janet Southwell  760445 
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers  783920 
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright, 422703 
Member of Parliament James Heappey James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk  01749 343255 
County Councillor Bob Filmer   BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk 760760 
District Councillor Bob Filmer   bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk 760760 
 Andrew Gilling  andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01934 750580 
Parish Council, Clerk Owen Cullwick clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  07917 445215 
 Chairman  Richard Hall  769256 
 Planning enquiries Cynthia Trivett-Bill   760198 
 Footpath Contact  Peter Osborn   760839 
Parish Hall Booking Secretary  Jenny Butters  jenny.butters@onetel.com  760477 
 Bazaar  Eddie Fuller   760308 
 Chairman  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Secretary  Sandra Few  sjfizzard@aol.com 760451 
Doctor  Dr S L Aung   760313 
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline        111 
WRVS Prescription Service   760313 
Brent Knoll Primary School Chris Burman office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk  760546 
Toddlers Group   Jane Hannah timothyhannah@aol.com 760629 
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School Cathy Hurley  769126 
Village Shop   Caroline Chennells  760225 
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster) Manshu Shah  769281 
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor  Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Distribution  Elaine & Eddie Fuller  760308 
Police Non-Emergency Number         101 
Rhyne Problems   Lower Axe Draining Board 789906 
Village Agent  Kim Wilcox  Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk 07943 555519 
National Trust Honorary Ranger Ged Keele   769010 
Village Societies:  
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)  Sarah Joyce   787493 
Cancer Research Campaign   t.b.c. 
Conservative Branch  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
Ecumenical Group  Revd. Margaret Trapp   760573 
Good Companions  Mrs Ann Robson   760981 
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows Jane Sinnott  jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk  
Horticultural Society (Burnham)    t.b.c. 
Royal British Legion  Rod Southwell   760445 
Short Mat Bowling Club Alan Castle   760424 
Table Tennis Club  John Mathews  07414 868333 
Tennis Club   Alison Hillyer   01934 815407 
Women’s Institute  Janet Southwell   760445 
Women’s Society  Julie Baker   751229 
E&OE 
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WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll available
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught.

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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Diary for May Page 
  1st SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
  1st Table Tennis Club (Every Wednesday) Parish Hall   8/9.00-10pm 16 
  2nd Parish & District Council elections Jubilee Room   7.00am-10pm 12 
  2nd All-Sorts Community Choir (Every Thursday) St Mary’s church   7.30-9.30pm 
  4th St Mary’s Handbell Ringers practice Ivy Hall   9.30am 
  4th RNLI Plant & Garden Jumble Sale Community Centre, Winscombe 10.00am 28 
  4th Spring Coffee Morning Methodist Schoolroom 10.30am 4 
  6th  Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday) Parish Hall   2.00pm  
  7th Toddlers (Every Tuesday) Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
  7th LEBE’s Community Café (Every Tuesday) Pavilion, Lympsham 11.00am-3pm 16 
  8th Women’s Institute – AGM Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
  8th Parish Surgery Jubilee Room   4.30-6pm 8,44 
  8th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.00pm 8 

Parish Council Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
  9th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish [1 day late] Your House   Early!!  
10th Mobile Library [Friday] Village Shop   9.20-10.05am 
11th Bazaar, Farmer’s Market & Parish Café  Parish Hall 10.00-12 noon 28,31 
11th Somerset Choral Society Concert St Mary’s, Wedmore   7.30pm 12 
12th ‘Big Brekkie’ St Mary’s, East Brent 11.15am 23 
13th Parish Hall AGM & Committee meeting Jubilee Room   7.30pm 8,31 
14th Lympsham Gardening Club Open Garden Hawthorns, Eastertown   4.00pm 36 
15th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
15th Deadline for June Brent Knoll News  12.00 noon 50 
15th Good Companions AGM & “The Branch Line” Parish Hall   2.30pm 16 
16th Comfort Group Wayfarers   2.30pm 15 
18th Praise for Pets service Methodist Church 10.30am 4 
18th May Fayre Woodlands House 11.00am-4pm 43 
20th Meet & Eat Nuttall Room 12.30pm 24 
20th WI Craft Group Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 16 
20th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group Brentcombe House   4.00pm 15 
21st Lympsham Gardening Club Coffee morning The Pavilion, Lympsham 11.00am 36 
22nd SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
23rd Bereaved Friends Group Southcot   2.30pm 15 
25-27th May Open Days Secret World 10.00am-4pm 31 
28th No Toddlers (Half Term)    4 
29th Ignatian prayer sessions Methodist Church   2.30pm 4 
30th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste [1 day late] Your House   Early!!  
30th Women’s Society “Fire Safety” 154, Brent Street   8.00pm 23 
Anything missing? Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Diary and Website 
Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then why not 
share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your article interesting. 
Your village magazine is now on the village website (address below).  Register on the 
website so that, when it’s updated, you will be e-mailed, keeping up with what’s happening! 
Deadline for the June 2019 Issue –  
All contributions to be received by NOON on Wednesday 15th May, to:- Bob,                         
e-mail: bob@flockman.com.  The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views 
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of 
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit 
or amend any contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

 

 

The Red Cow 
 Sat Night Special  FRIDAY NIGHT is 
 Sirloin Steak- £16.50 CURRY Night - £7.00p 
 Rump Steak - £15.50 Homemade Chicken Curry 
 Large Beer Garden Popadom & Chutney 
  Function Room  Traditional Food Tel: 01278 760 234 

Our Menu is available as a Take Away 
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